Pneumonia in the compromised host including cancer patients and transplant patients.
Pneumonia remains a major cause of morbidity and mortality in the immunocompromised host. The type and timing of immunosuppression will predispose the patient to infections with certain pathogens. This article discusses the types of immunosuppression and their infectious and noninfectious implications. Key points of the most commonly involved pathogens are mentioned. Finally, an approach to diagnosis and empiric therapy is discussed.